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ah wee THE many avocations in which I hee’ heise 
* engi have prevented my complying with your. 
hc: Tequefe, for a copy of the Sermon Jor publication, 
3 x be be fore this time. . As I preached it, at the times. 
2335 cavithout its Deing | written at length, you will pros. 
5 oe = oe ‘ably jind ‘Some fentiments enlarged, and others $ iy. 
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ORDINATION SERMON, &c. 


feo’ 
A>? 


1 Corinthians 4 and 1. - 
Let aman fo account of us, as of the Minifters 
of Chrift, and Stewards of the myferies of GoD. 


ee er , \ HEN the everlafting doors of 
heaven were opened to receive the rifen and .;. 
triumphant king of glory, captivity was led cap- =. haga 
‘tive, and gifts were received for men. Thofe 
gifts were efpecially defigned to advance the Re. 





deemers kingdom in the world, and to:.difpla 


the glory of the great king of faints... Extraore 
_ gdinary or. miraculous gifts: were given.to the 


»Rpoities, as the firft preachers of an afcended' -~ 
* [ord and Saviour, to,confirm their infpired _-?°:’ 
* -commiffion, and feal the truth of their Divine 
Mafter’s conqueft oversdeath and the grave, 


gens 





om way AA; 


Conformably to their commiffion, and {fpecial 
qualifications, they go forth in the name and 
power of the Lord Jefus Chrift, preaching the 
— gofpel, and working miracles, to the aftonifh- 

ment and confutation of their Lord’s enemies, 

but to the great joy of his difciples and friends. 
- When the Apofties had fulfilled their miniltry, 


e- 
, oan 


neceflary, to authenticate that gofpel, which 


f 


+ 


the fpecial gift of miracles ceafed, as no longer 


C 4 3 ; 
they had preached, and now ftood confirmed by 
fuch plenary evidence. a 
The Lord Jefus gave alfo a diverfity of 
gifts, for the edification of Ais body, the church, . 
. which were to be continued in the church, till 
his ranfomed family fhall be completely united, 
and perfected in the manfions of glory. Among - 
thofe gifts were Paftors, or Teachers, or Elders, 
_ which -are thofe perfons fpoken of in the text, 
as Minifters of Chrift, and Stewards of the my/- 
-tertesof Gon. ot. : eh S 
_ + The Apoftle in the ‘preceeding chapter, 
: corrects the miftaken zeal of the church, for 
- .. + thofe individual minifters who had been inftru- 
".’ Mental, among them in teaching them falvation. 
~~... While’one had a particular attachment toione; . 


- =. 
4 - 





‘£:atid another to another, and hence one faid he 
, . ~ was of Paul, another of Apollos, &c. Paul per- 
47.3. dinently afks the queftion, ** Who thenis Pat 7™ 
+." and whois Apollos, but minifters by whom ye 
>. “Delieved, even as the Lord gave to everyman °” 
In the clofe.of the chapter, he fhows the impro- 
+ priety of glorying in“men, for ail the ‘minifters, 
and bleffings which they enjoyed were the gift 
: of God. Therefore’the glory fhould all be af. 
—cribed to him, who was the fum and center of 
all bleflings.—Yeet left they fhould miftake his 
_ defign, as to the opinion, which they fhould en- 
tertain for the minifters of Chrift, he obferves as 
in the text, ‘* Let a man fo account of US, as 


minifters of Chrift,” &c, Let'them be properly 








efteemed in their places, or according to their 
characters, ‘* Effeemed in love’ for their work’s 
” as flewards of the myfteries of God. 
In further fpeaking from the text, it is 
I. To confider fome thin 
*~ office of minifters of Chrift. 
‘Ti. Their bufinefs or employment as Stew- 


gs fuppofed of the - 


II. The qualifications neceflary 

I, Their office fuppofes a houfe or family. 
|: This houfe is the church, over which Jefus  —~* 
Chrift prefides as head, and employs domeftics .  ~ 
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to tranfaét the neceffary bufinefs of ferving and, ~~. 


- furnifhing the family with fupplies fromthe maf- 
- ter: The Apoftle drawing a parallel‘betweet ~ 
Mofes and Jefus Chrift, faith “ Mofes verily was... . 
|_in all his houfe as a fervant, fora tefti-.. one 
~mony of thofe things which were-te-be.fpoken 
- after ; but Chrift as a fon over his own houfe; 
- "whofe houfe are we, if we hold faft the confi-~.. 
. dence and the rejoicing of the hope’ firm unto -%.. 
the end, Heb. 3.5 and 6.” | 
rections to Timothy his fon 
« But ifI tarry long, that thou mayelt know- 

how thou oughteft to behave thyfelfin the houle . 
of God, which is the-church of the living God,» : 


Paul alfo giving-di- - = 
in the gofpel, faith, an 


F 
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_ the pillar and ground of the truth.” 1 Tim. 3, 0° | 


they are called into this fer- 
vice by the mafter of the houfe, however volun- 


















“s  farily they may enter into it. For no man tab- 
eth this honor to himfelf but he that is called of 

God, as was Aaron. Hence they are refponfi- 

ble for their condu&.to the mafter, who has 

"* committed to them a difpenfation of the gofpel, 

by the holy gholt. Therefore the infpired Apof: 

tle faid of himfelf, “ For if I yet feek to pleafe 

men, then am I not the fervant’ of Chrift.”’ 

- ‘They are called to this- fervice, and. are not at 
» liberty to preach themfelves, ‘ but Chrift Jefus 


the Lord,” and themfelves as fervants for 
Jefus’ fake.”” | ; 


j . 
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- 2+. Ege fuppofes their work and bufinels af- 
...  figned them as fervants and ftewards.' They do 


_ the confciences of God’s heritage, and at ac- 
“! cording to their own will and fancy ; but to af: 





ine “ called them unto him, and faid, ye know that - | 
*. the princes of: the Gentiles exercife dominion~ 


-. + twelve againfta domineering temper, when he 
| 
: 


over them, and they.that are great exercife au- 


you: But whofoever, will be great among you 
let him be your minifter. And whofoever will 
be chief among you, let him be your fervant,” 
Matthew 20 and 25, &c. -- sO ) 

4th, As they are fervants and - ftewards, 
their office fuppofes them on wages; which 


confifts in the honor conferred upon them—the 





Frail 


rey wl tend to the directions «f thn CrRA f head oft thee 
=" ehurch. The Lord Jefus cautioned his ‘chofen e 


not enter this fervice to’ dictate and lord it over © 


—\, 
\ 
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thority upon them, , But it thall not be fo among - 


: (7) 
enjoyments given them—and the provifion made 
for their fupport. cc 
It is agreathonor conferred upon them by 
their being counted faithfulg putting them into % 
the miniftry ; and intrufting them with the myf 
teres of God. Thefe myfteries, are thofe truths _ 
: of religion, which are hidden or fecreted from. 
the carnal world, but known by the difciples of 
_ our Lord Jefus Chrift. According to this decla- 
; ration, when his difciples came to him and afk» 
; ed him, why he fpake to the multitudes in para-~° 
idles. “ He anfwered, and faid unto them, becaufe *..2 


it ts given unto you to know the mylteries of the.. * ~. 
; kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not - givens hg 
: Math.*13, and r1.* ,They are honored by their = #°". 
-mafter-with a knowledge of his divine will, § 
~ © For the fecret of the Lord is.. with them that. 2: 
fear him, and unto them he fhows his covenant? Tee: 
“Not to-conclude from the above expreffions;~ 7°" 


4} y 
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‘that they comprehend all truth, or fully under uf = 
<ftand the nature or extent of: thofe prophecies = - is 


- which remain unfulfilled, But they are inftrut-e © ©". 
~ ed into, thofe gofpel truths, which were kept hid = =. 
F. from paft’’ ages, and from the prefent -worldly « 
wife and prudent, who reje& the gofpel of Jefus 
- Chrift. St 9° 42, ; ! 
They have alfo the pleafure of intercourfe 
with their great Lord and mafter. For he has 
declared he would be. with them “ always even. 
unto the end of the world.”? He is with them, 
not only by his power to proted, but alfo by his 





(8) - 


grace and fpirit, to comfort, inftruét, and make 
them inftrumental in the eftablifhment and edi- 
fication of his family. And when fuccefsful in — 
_ winning fouls to their mafter or in the edifying | 
his difctples in the faith, they ‘have a crown of © 
rejoicing, “in the prefence of the Lord Jefus.” 
». Their maftey“has alfo made provifion for 
. the temporal fupfort of his fervants. -. They are 
called by Chriftj “* laborers : And the Apoftle 
_ Paul faith, We are laborers together with God.” 
_~¥ Cor. 3 andg.: ‘When the Lord Jefus fent 
/ * 2s out the feventy difciples, two by two,” to preach 
;>. + < the “kingdom of God,” he diretted them to go, 
- and receive their temporal fupport, from thofe 
- “~ to whom they miniftered. For the laborer is wor- 
pot thy of bis bire.. Luke 10,7. The Apoftlealfo ~ 
SpoC in his firft letter to Tim. chap: 5 and 17, 18; di- 
|; .. °°" redts that * the elders that rule well, be.countég=- 
Pe? worthy of double honor, efpecially they who Ja: 
“bor in word and ‘doétrine. “For the fcripture’. 
caic.t faith, © Thou fhalt not muzzle the ox, that 
| <> | treadeth out the corn, *’And the laborer is wor- 
po thy of his reward.” Thefe plain paffages: of di- 
vine truth are fo conclufive, that: we muft be 
wilfully blind, not to acknowledge the duty of 
a people, who are miniftered to in .fpiritual 
things, to alfo minifter in return their carnal 
. things. The provifion here made, and the di. 
rections given by the great matter of the family, 
teaches what is the fervants due, and the people’s 
duty. It excludes the abfurd and upfcriptural . 
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; notion, of their being fupported, or maintained 
_by alms giving, while they are in difcharge of 


their truft. 
We now proceed, — | 7 
Il. To confider fome part of their employ- 
1. As fervants of Chrift and ftewards of 
the myfteries of God,.they are to take heed to 
themfelves and their doétrine. When the Apof- 
tle Paul was on. the point of leaving his brethern, 


he called for the elders of the church, and 
charged them“ to take heed” to themfelves, and 
“all the flock over which the holy ghoft had 


made them overfeers ;’?.and to feed the church 


-. of God, which he had purchafed with his own 
- blood,’ Aéts 20 and 28.. Peter alfo exhorted 
_ the ** elders to feed the -flock of God... They . 
—are to feed them “ with-the-fineere milk of the 
: ..word.’” - Hence they are to be fed with food of 
- their mafter’s providing. They are not to ferve 


them with human inventions, or the traditions of 


* men; but with plain bible,truth, as beft fuited 
- to nourih the fpiritual- appetites of the family. 

- When God’s word is difpenfed by the fteward,. 
and eaten by the believers, it. becomes * the joy“... 


23: 
e 


and rejoicing of their hearts 


~» 


e& 


> s 
Am 


| 2. As their bufinels is highly confiden- : 
tial, and the treafure committed to thefe earthen 


veflels, is of infinite value. Their bufinefs is to 
difpenfe the treafure according to their malter’s 






















(10). 
exprefs direction. They will © not take the chil- 
dren’s bread and give it unto dogs.” Butas 
they are furnifhed for the ufe of the family, as 

_ “ wife ftewards, whom the Lord has made ruler 
over his houfehold,” they will « pive them. their 
portion of meat in due feafon.”. Luke 12 & AY 
to 49.——This part of their bufinefs involves the 
duty of preaching “ the word, in feafon, and out | 
of feafon.” Neglecting no fuitable or proper 
opportunity: of adminiftering to the family thofe 
warnings, reproofs, and confolations, which the 
gofpel enjoins.and furnifhes. - They are’ rightly 
to divide the word of truth. To give the cer- 4 
‘tain found of the trumpet.—To keep nothing 

back that their mafter has given them, for the 

“profit of the family, that they may like an enii- 
nent preacher of ancient days, have reafon to re- 

*  joice, “that they have not fhunned to declare the 
_ whole counfel of God, “ and are pure fromthe 

“blood of all men.” - . aa 

"3. ‘Their employment as good ftewards, is - 

to make a proper application of their Lord’s 
goods, according to-that direCtion, 1 Peter 4 and 

‘ro, “As every man hath received the gift, 

‘even fo minifter the fame one to another as good 

ftewards ofthe manifold grace of God.” They 
will therefore make a jult difcrimination of cha- 

‘racters, in prefenting the promifes and confola- 

tions of the gofpel to whom they ‘belong. 
4. It will be the duty of a good fteward to 
adminifter the ordinances of baptifm and - the 





Cir) 


-Lord’s fupper to fuch only as the matter has def- 
, cribed, as being entitled to them. ‘That he may 
"err in judgment, as to the fubjects is admitted. 


Yet it becomes him according“to the beft of his. 


* Judgment, to do all things according to the pat- 


_ tern and directions given him by the perfeQ@ Ru- © 


ler in Zion. / 
< ftate of the flock. To comfort the feeble miid- 
; ed. To “ {peak comfortable unto Jerufafem, 
» and fay unto her that her warfare is accomplifh- 
i ed.”? Hence the habitations of diftrefs ‘and for-. 


- row, will require his atcentions and vifits. Thefe: 


vifjts will not be formal vifits of ceremony. Here: 
_ he Will “ weep with them that weep ‘and en- 


_ deavor to alleviate their.forrows, by exhibiting ie 
* the goodnefs and benevolence of his divine maf-" 
__ter. In fine, he is to mark the condu& of his: 


‘. “ord;-and walk in his imitable feps, as his pat= 
tern. - ) + = 


‘ed 
we 


5. It is part of his bufinefs to look into the” 


6. His employment as a ruler in the houfe — 


-of God, is to lead and: guide the family, by the: | 


rule. given ‘him in the divine word. This_ rule, 
will preferve him from afluming a lordly jurif- 
‘’ diGiion over the confciences, or condud, of his. 


brethren. ‘ But being affectionately defirous of | 


their good, he will be gentle among them, even 
asanurfe cherifheth her children. 1 Theff. 2. 
and 7. _ Oo 
7- A fpecial part of his bufinefs is to be 
careful in his own life and converfation, that it 


(12) 

. be “ as becometh the gofpel of Chrift.”” The 
‘wife man informs us, that one finner deftroyeth 
much good. Anda minifter who is carelefs, and 
vain in his deportment & converfation, contra- 

_ didts his profeffion, and deftroys the benefit of 

his preaching.—His ftewardfhip will not make ~ 

- him morofe or unfocial, but will excite his cir- 
-cumfpection as to his intercourfe with fociety, 
that he may not be guilty of fuch conduct, as to 

'-bring-reproach upon the doétrine he promul- 
gates. | 








._ This is conneéted with the following heads, 
“TTI, Qualifications for this office. =< 
°° x, His fpiritual qualifications are of the 
higheft importance, experimental or perfonal 
religion, without which it will be impoflible for 
‘¢-him to underftand any part of his bufinefs. ~By- 
- ” éxperimentai religion, is underftood that fincere, 
, hearty love to God, and attachment to his caule, 

which originates from the {pirit of God chang- 
ing the vile, finful heart, and moulding it into 
the-temper of the gofpel. Without this temper 
of the gofpel, his bufinefs will be irkfome, and 
of confequence, it will be negleéted. = 
- The word of. God declares * the carnal 
mind to be enmity againft God, and not fubje& 
to-hislaw.’’ It is prepofterous to fuppofe the 
Great Head of the church employs his enemies 
as {tewards, to feed his family. After the re- 
furre€tion of Jefus Chrift, he enquired of Peter 


repeatly whether he loved him, and upon. his 
_ anfwering in the affirmative, Chrift direfted him — 
_ to feed his theep and lambs. _ It is plainly infer- 
. Ted from this converfation, that. if he did not 


_ the fruits.” ‘Our Lord alfo fpeaking to his 
_ difciples, of the Pharifees, faid, “Let them alone, 
_ they be blind leaders of the blind. And ‘if the 
- blind lead the blind, both fhall fall into the 
— ditch.” Matthew 15,.and14. How fhould he 
know the neceflities of the family when he has 
_never felt them himfelf ? Or what fellow feeling- 
can he have'for the diftreffes of the family, when ~ 
he is wholly a ftranger to their fpiritual trials, — 
» and affidions? = ea 
: °° A ftranger to experimental religion, aflum- 


For “ the hufbandman muft firft be partaker of 





thes 6 ee ent 4, che ° 7 4 


-. ty, inftead of a blefling to a people. They who 
are “* wolves in fheep’s clothing,” will be more. 
-. likely to difpenfe the inventions of men, than the 
pure word of God: Or will fo mix poifon with 
. truth, as beft fuited to their own tafte, that it 
‘will injure inftead of nourifhing the family of *: 
~Chrift.. For the inftitutions of heaven, they 
will be likely to bring in the unfounded.devices. . 
and doctrines of men. Sw 
_ 2.°Connetted with fincere, hearty love to 
_ God, a large experience in religion, is peculiar- 
ly neceflary to enable the fteward to furnith fup- 
plies; {uited to the — ages, characters, and 


x 


love him, he was\not qualified to feed the flock. 


_Ing the charaéter of a fteward, will be a;calami-. 


( 14). 


conditions in the family. The greater his ac- 
. qguaintance with his own heart, and the true na- 
ture of fin, the more capable he will be to deve- 
_ lope and expofe the true nature of fin, to fhow 
the abfurdity of trufting in hearts fo pregnant 
with evil. The mafter of the houfe frequently 
fuffers his fervants to be feverely tried and tempt- 
ed, that they may not be ignorant of fatan’s 
devices,. and to qualify them to comfort thofe 
who are under fimilar trials, or temptations. 
* The Apoftle Peter was left to be fifted with the 
fevereft temptations of fatan. Jefus Chrift_ ap- 
pears to permit his temptation, with a particular 
view to the good of the church. Hence he told — 
Peter when he was “ converted,” to ‘‘ftrength- -. 
en” his  brethren.’””. In this trial of the Apof- 
tle, he undoubtedly learned much of his own’ 
‘weaknefs, the power and fubtilty“ of his great 
- ‘adverfary, and the fuperior power, goodnels-<ii 
grace of his divine mafter, in reclaiming him, — 
and not fuffering his * faith to fail.”” - How pre- 
‘pared was Peter by this trial to warn his brethren 
of the danger of trufting in themfelves, and to | 
“point them toa Saviour in their temptations as 
able and willing to fuccour them. .This experi- 
ence is not equal in degrees in all the ftewards. 
* Some have larger, and fome lefs experience of 
__thofe trials, as the Lord defigns them. for fuch 
fervices in his.church, as it pleafes him. Their 
affliions will open the avenues of their heart 
toa fympathetic concern, with the afflicted and 
tempted family. “Having themfelves needed 
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eonfolation, they will enter feelingly into the 
ftate- of the flock, and feed them with fuch | 


~« milk and meat,’ as they have perfonally rée 
ceivedfromthe mafter. Oe 
4, Natural ability for the employment, 1s 
a neceflary qualification. The preceding ob- 


fervations fufficiently fhow, that human {cience, 


abftractedly confidered, will never qualify for 
the minifterial office, without grace. No origi- 
nal ftrength of genius, without love to God, will 
difpofe or fit for the work. Yet thereis a natu- 


' tal aptitude for teaching, which cannot be whol- : 
_Ty acquired, but- may be much improved, or in- - 


 creafed by diligent attention. Grace in the 
4 heart, prepares for glory in heaven, but adds no 
new faculties tothe mind. It turns the. facul- 


» ties into anew channel of employment, and... 


. 
-~ 


prepares for fpiritual enjoyments. 


~.. Timothy was directed to “ ftudy t 
- -prove’”’ himfelf.‘* a workman that”’ needed * not 


to be -afhamed.” “ Till come give atten. 
dance to reading, to exhortation, to doétrine. . - 


 Negle& not the gift that is in thee, which was 
given thee by prophecy, &c.”’ By-thefe direc- 


_ tions of the Apoftle, it may beinferred that thofe - 


gifts qualifying for the miniftry, may be improy- 


ed, by proper ufe and attention... - 


4. ‘* Moreover it 1s required in a fleward, ~> 


that aman be found faithful.’ This bufinefs is 
a ipecial truft. A difpenfation of the gofpel is 
committed to him... And he is intrufted with 
the molt precious cf all treafures. It is necef- 


O ape 
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ie 
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fary that he be faithful, that he liste not wafte . 


7 his Lord’s goods, by burying his “talent in the 


earth ;” or negleéting the duties of his office. 

_+ Being put in truft with the moft precious of 
all treafures, faithfulnefs is requifite, that he’ 
may “* not give that which. is holy unto dogs.” 
But juftly difcriminate between the precious and 
the vile. Toapply the promifes of God’sword,to 


_ thofe characters to whom they are exprefsly give 


en. And to give the trumpet a certain found, 
that fouls may be duly apprifed of their danger 


and duty, and prepare to meet God in judgment. 


_. This is a bufinefs of all others, the moft 


' important... The welfare of immortal fouls, is 


conrrected withit. Itis a bufinefs that is attach- 
ed toeternity. All other bufinefs expires with 


~ the fhort’ duratior of time. But “ they who 


_. turn many to righteoufnefs, fhalk fhine as the 
- Stars forever and ever.”’ . It follows that a bufi- 


nefs.of fuch magnitude in its caufe and effects, 
calls for the greateft fidelity in the minifter of 
Chrif. . | aa | ‘—o 

_ - Fidelity in the fteward will make him have 


a“ fingle eye” to-his mafter’s honor and glory. ’ 


Hence he will fet his ‘ face as a flint,’? amidit 
the reproaches of fcoffing infidels. Neither will 


. hefeek to pleafe men, or unduly.court their 


empty applaufes if it be done, at the expence of 
truth. His mafter’s honor and approbation are 
of infinite importance in his eftimation. How 
folemn the thought in the breaft of the chriftian 
fteward ! Ere long I muft appear before my di- 
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vine mafter, who will require an account of my 


ftewardfhip ! Have I difchared the high truft in _ 


fuch a manner, as to “‘ give an account -with joy 
and not with grief ?”? Has the glory of my bleil- 
ed Lord and malter, been the governing princl- 
plein my life? Have I faithfully, and {teadily 
adminiftred the word of life by preaching Jefus 
Chrift, and him crucified, concealing no part of 


~ truth as far as I have known my Lord’s will ? 


"Have I. been careful to lay hands fuddenly on 
"no man? Have I been guarded in my perfonal 
conduét left I fhould wound the honor of my 

' mafter 2 Refleétions like thefe muft folemnize 


doubling his diligence. . , 

Po We proceed to fome refle&ions upon the 
preceding difcourfe: = 
___. We learn that the chriftian ministry is 2 
| fpecial blefling, and attaches to it confequences 
"of the greateftimportance. It fhould excite our 

adoration and thankfgiving to God, for this 
bleffing, and engage our ailigent attendance.up- 

on it, when in our power. A proper view of 
the rich treafure of gofpel truth, when faithful- 
_ ly difpenfed, would remove many frivolous ex- 
. cufes that are often made for neglecting pub- 
lic worfhip. If.menin general were promifed, 
not pofitively, but poffibly, they fhould receive 
fome great temporal advantage, by attending at 

a certain appointed place, what crouds would 
throng the place ? Shall food for immortal fouls 








the faithful fervant of Chrift, and perhaps bring - 
into view fome omiffions, which now call for 


=~ ome 


eapeed) A + © 


’ 
i ; , 
5 d Tr 
4 ry 
i ‘ 4 ‘ 
: é . , "9 
f * 
, ‘ 
, . , 
7 —- 
— _— es —— we eee pee, ren ee 0 Og ee ee ere ~* i Ff - 
~~ - - —— « r* . ores - ~~ 


(18 ) 


be negleéted —Why are fo many indifferent to 
the word of God ? Is it not fuited to the real and 
piercing wants of dying finners ? Yes. Let the 
practice of the hungry and thirfty foul fpeak. 
Obftacles that once were infurmountable, are 
now eafily removed,in flying to the houfe of God. 
David when deprived of it, confidered it as 
of the firft importance. _ * How amiable are.thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of Hofts! My fou! longeth, 
yea fainteth for the courts of my God.” 
_ From the obfervations which have been - 
made, let thofe who enjoy the priviledge of the 


.  niniftry, learn their duty to encourage by their 


prayers, the fervants of Jefus Chrift. And at. . 
the fame time, withhold not from the faith- 
ful fteward, -his juft and reafonable maintain- 
ance. Ifa people find their preacher feeking © 
‘theirs and not them, they may reje& him; But 
if he is feeking them, .and their real fpiritu<é 
- good, the people who neglect this duty towards 
‘him, are rejecting a pofitive injunction of Al- 
- mightyGod. —.. a eg, 
~~ We arealfo taught, that the faithful and - 
attentive minifter has fufficient employment to 
occupy .his whole time. Hence Timothy was: 
directed * to give himfelf wholly to the work, 
‘that his profiting might appear unto all.” 
_ I fhall now addrefs a few words to the Can- 
didate. 7a. : i 
My Drar Younc BRrotTmer, . 


The work to which you are this day devot- 


ing yourfelf, in this public manner, is of all 
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other employments, the moft arduous, honora- 


ble and important, in which it is poffible for a- - 


mortal to be engaged. Perhaps you. are ready 
to fay ‘* Who is fufficient for thefe things?” 
Such an enquiry is certainly proper. For if you 
did not feel the weight and importance of the 


‘work, you would be unqualified for it—But 


that word, by which the man of God is tho- 


roughly furnifhed unto all good works, declares 
your fufficiency to be of God. “Let this fupport 
you, for the great mafter faith to all his faith- 


ful ftewards, *‘ LoI am'with you always.” Your 


trials may be numerous and great, if they are, — 
they will be neceflary, and as your mafter fend. 


eth none of his fervants a warfare at theirown —,. 
_ charges,’ you may humbly hope for ftrength. n= ~~ * 
the day of adverfity. Yea “count it all joy... 
- when you fall into divers temptations,” or trials.*. ©. 
—Tr"th in. God, has done wonders as you feein’, : 
the 11th.of Heb. He is the fame covenant keep- 


ing God, and Saviour, to all generations. Faith _ 
in Hrm will produce as great wonders now as ~ 


a. 5 


overcometh the world.”’ 


~ 


is great, and folemnly important, in which you 


in any paft period. For it “‘ is the victory that — 


y brother, that the work 


are engaged. The beft way to fulfil your office, - 
and to preach acceptably to God, and thefouls ~ 


= 


ter the public worthip of God, from having had 


private communion and intercourfe with him, 


of dying men, is to. live near to God. To en- 
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"=" = his ftewardfhip, let me remind you that a graat 
duty is incumbent on you towards him. Tian 
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will belt qualify you to fpeak as in his Holy 
prefence. °° ‘ PL te, : 

We fincerely rejoice, in feeing young men 
raifed up, to unite with and fill the places of our 
aged and pious Fathers, who have “ borne the 
burden and heat of the day.”” May the days 
of your miniftry, like that of our dear aged, and 
refpeGed Brother, whofe heart dilates with yoy 
in feeing one to go in and out before this church 
and congregation, be crowned with ufefulnels, 
to the people of your charge, and with heavenly ~ 
honor to yourfelf. ‘Wecommend you to God 
and the word of his grace.”?- es 
Permit me, to addrefs-:the church of 
Chrift in this place. The work*of your Paftor 
is indeed great, and while he-is watching for 
your fouls, as one that muft give an account of 


infpired Apoitle defired the prayers of his breth- 
ren; furely the fucceeding minifters of Chrift 
- need the prayers of their brethren. Let him 
‘ then have your fervent petitions to his and your. 

’ mutual mafter, for all thofe gifts and graces, 
which are effential to his.ufefulnefs, and your 
fpiritual edification. This is a blefled mean by 
_ which both preacher and people are benefited. 
Let me alio caution you again{ft troubling 

him with every little difference that may arife. 
Weare ina world of trial. Imperfection is the 
common lot of the beft of men. But then it 
becomes us all to aim at the mark for the prize 
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| of the high calling of God in Chrift Jefus—- 
‘He will need your fupport. Holdup his hands 
by prayer, and a con{tant attention on the word. . 
_ preached. Negleé not the affembling of your- 

felves together. May the God of peace bles : 
you together, that you may be edified, and built * 
up in faith and holinefs, and that he may re- 7 | 
rejoice in the day of Chrilt Jefus the Lord, that oF 
he has not run im vain, nor labored in vains | 
The Congregation who-meets in this houfe’ | 
for religious worfhip, will remember’ that the: . 
- faithful fervant of Chrift, will rejoice. in. feeing 4 
_ them brought to ferve and love the.fame bleffed cet 
| mafter.—Your fouls are precious, yea-of infinite. = =} 
> worth! To have them faved in the day when ” "a | 
~ the jewels of Chrift.are collected together, is am : 
object of the fteward’s great concern, “May it ! 
§ be alfo your great and chief concern, to flee to - «... | 
_- the Saviour and lay hold on eternallife. ~*~. > ~ os 
_Mow to the only wife God, who bro ight | 
acain from the dead, our Lord Jefus, the great = | 
fhepherd and bithop of fouls; toFather,Sonand 
Holy Ghoft, the One God, be glory, dominion, = 
power and praile forever and ever, Amen. -: ee | 
| i ~~ Eu "* Be =" ; eo | 
Charge, by the Kev. Youn PirMaNe + 

Dean BRoTHER, * ga 

The tranfations of this day, teRtify that we believe that 
Chrift Jefus our Lord hath enabled thee, for that he counted | 

fhee faithful, putting thee into the miniftry. The work is 


reat and interefting to thyfelf, and others. Thou art plac- 
ad as on the walls of Zion ; her welfare muft be principally 
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thy care, as st 18 intimately conn ith the 
Chrift, Nothing prociaisas the ploep of tae —— . 
than the church in the exercife of the authority he hoe ine 
— in her, while fhe walksin his commands, and obferves | 
HIS ordinances. : T is then fhe appears fair as the moon, clear. 
as the fun, and terrible as an army with banners, and prefents 
to Angels the manifold wifdom of God.- To have a name 
and a place in her, muft then. be honorable and advantageous. 
Of what importance then muftit be, to bea leader, guide, 
or overfeer, to feed this flock of Ged which. he hath purchafed ¥ 
with his own blood ? ‘We may truly fay with Paul, whe it Ii 
Sufficient for these things, But as the great Shephard has af. 
cended on high, and given gifts to men, even the rebellious, 
that the Lord God might dwell amongit us ; as he poffefies 
oe all power in heaven and in earth, and has commiflioned forne 
j of his difciples to go forth, and proclaim falvation to a guilty 
world, we may depend on his furport, and go with courage, 
relying on that promife, Lo J am.with you. always, even xnto 
the end of the world.” Trufting therefore, that God. has call- 
ed thee by his grace, to the knowledge and love of the truth 
as it isin Chrift Jefus, that thon art-confcious itis thy duty. 
to Chrift, to: his church; and to.poorfinners, to take upea 
thee this important employment to which thou haft now been - § 
is folemnly ferapart. Permit me to oiicharge the duty affigned ff 
, 3 me, at this time, to give thee the folemo and importai:t charge. 
“"T cherefore charge theein the prefence of God,~=hom =f. 
_ eye penetrates the inmoft receffes of the foul—before the Lord = 
Jefus Cariff wno fhall. judge the quick and the dead 
- gt his appearing aad his kingdom,—and before the elect Ane . 
_ gels, who are guardians to the church, and rejoice at the re- 
. pentance of every finner. - Preach. the word, be. inftaot in 
feafon, out ‘of feafon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
‘ Jong fuffering and dottrine. Take heed to thyfelf in all things,. 
fhowing thyfelf a pattern of good works, Much- depends 
on thy condu¢t, the eyes of all men are upon thee, the pious 
with ardent wifhes and pravers for thy welfare and ufefulnefs 3. 
the enemies of our holy leligion, watching for thy halting, 
feeking occafion to. wound thy charaéter, and reproach the 
glorious caufe thou haft engaged to maintain. I charge thee,. 
be carerul in the choice of thy companions. A man’s affo- 
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_ ciates foon give a caft to his deportment. Thou- mayeft a6 
well expect to take fire in thy bofom, and not be burned, as tO 
- affociate with the immoral and profane, and not become trif- 
; ling in thy cordoét, and embarraffed in thy preaching. The 
- fituation in which thou art now placed, will expofe thee to a 
“all claffes of company ; the poor, and the rich. The former, 
claims thy firft attention, as they are met numerous, for‘'God’ 
_ has chofen the poor in this world, rich in faith, and hetrs of 
the kingdom. They will mott need thy infiru@ion and fym~ 
. pathy in thei? complicated trials, -and if thy circumftances’ 
“. will admit, to open the hand of charity, if not, it will, be in. 
: thy power to recommend them.to others, When thou art in 
~ company with the opulent, take the Lord Jefus Chrift as ° 
- thy pattern, who, on fuch occafions, ‘ever taught the moft — 
© ufefal and important leffons, and conduéted in fuch a man» ~ 
~ neras made it manifett, that his father’s honor was near his 
& heart. Take heedto thy doctrine. Remember that the ever- 
,, lafting love of God, is the foundation of all cur hope. Ged . 
< fo loved the world that he gave bis only begotten Son that whow 
{ foever believeth on bim foculd net perife but have everlafting ~~ | 
* Jife. Bear in mind the dottrine of the depraviry of the human — 
< theart ; this refleéts the higheft glory on the Redeemer, who: 
* can fave tothe uttermoft. Never forget the great atonement.:; 
. That Jefus Chrift was delivered for our offences, and raifed: : 
L_egaintor our juftification, Infif much on the effeGruaiope- - * 
~ \ gation of the fpirit of God in changing the heart. Excepé ai | 
an be born again be cannot fee the kingdom of God Lede . 
. -onfly maintain the final perfeverance of the believer. J give” 
them eternal life and they foall never perifoe Let the refure |. = 
rection of the dead be brought to view as of infinite impo 
“tance, knowing that preaching and faith are vain without ite. 
Keep not back the final feparation of the righteous and the « - 
wicked. | He that believeth foall be faved, he that believeth V 
| mot foall be damned. ‘Take heed to thofe things, as the hon- | 
.. orof God, the comfort of faints, and the hope of finners, can 
- only be {upported by them. ‘Take heed to the dogtrine of 
baptifm. Never admit one to this ordinance, till thou art. 
fully perfuaded he is a believer in the Lord Jefus Chrift.. 
Finally, my brother, I charge thee to take the BiBe for 
f * y 
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~ folemn, bat joyfu 
.. to exprefs.our mutual approbation, and Feliowfhip.in your | 
~* ssonfecration to the work of the Meniftry ; and the: Paftoral _ 
" \sharge of this part of Zion. | BE ros 
-oste Dear Brother,.as we have had an opportunity of heage .. 
_ ying the declaration of your faith in Chrift; fy tem of doctrine. |” 
..s .andcallte the ‘ered work, we do moft cheerfully: accept.it.~ |) 
ot SAsthe Apoitles in fparating their brethren to.the great: 
_ work ofthe miniftry ;° not only i 
them the right.handy as a cordial token of their fellowfhip ; 
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' .~ We therefore bid you welcome to the facred office,” with 


“by his Almighty power,.- to difcharge the important trot ._ 


ver and ever, Amen. 
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the rule of thy faith and practice's teach nothing whi 
will not fupport. Give thyfelf to meditation ieee 
ip Wen t he en much in thy clofet; to come from thence 
Ulpit, wi more comforta 

and beneficial to them that hear thee, mm Byers. ote 

_ May the great Shepherd enable thee to attend to thefe 
things, make thee'ufeful till death, and finally give thee the 
reward of a faithtul fervant, Amea. 


Right hand of Fellow/bip, by the Rev. ¥orz BRrces. | 
«Dear Broruer, . - | 


that 








The parame me by the council of churches, on tho . 
tranfaCtions of this day, is, in their behalf 


id hands on them, but gave 


~ 


sod nreyere for theer fuccefs,. sth, 


: . kee Bi 
es sant Inimttatan ofapottolic praQtice, with wart seit-Aion, f 


treient vou, Brother, with the right hands: Accept it a9 a tom TS 


; F rs Ls ef our friendthip and love, as alfo, of our fraternal Fellows . 


{hip with you, in the arduous, but delighttul work of preache 
Mig ihe everlafting gofpel of Jefus Chrift§.  - 





our fervent and bef withes, that Gop would ftrengthen yan. 

‘to civine.acceptance, and to the winning of many:-fouls to. 
your biedzd and adorable mafter, fo that at laft you may. 
Shine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and aa the ftars for ~ 
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